
NEWSLETTER     

Principal: Susan Duncan Facebook:  Boolarra PS Telephone: (03) 51696471 
PO Box 249. Boolarra, 3870    Email: boolarra.ps@education.vic.gov.au            
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS / REMINDERS 

NOW DUE Yearly consent forms sent home on 8 February 2024 are due back ASAP. Should your 

child require another copy please contact the office. 

Monday 11th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 13th March School Council Meeting & General Meeting 

Thursday 14th March Book Club order due 

Monday 25th March Yinnar & District  Sports [DATE CHANGE] 

Thursday 28th March End of Term 1—Early Dismissal 2.30 

Monday 15th April Term 2 Begins 

Monday 15th April Smile Squad Dental consent forms due back 

Wednesday 1st May to 

Thursday 2nd May 

Smile Dental Van 

From Mrs Duncan’s Desk 

Communication—U_educate US 

Please ensure you have downloaded the U-Educate Us App on your phone. This is our main source of commu-

nication. In case of a school closure for a catastrophic fire danger day in our district  a message will be sent out 

on this App. We will use this app for parents to book into teacher interviews, messages including newsletters 

and reminders. The platform shows that not all parents are logging into the App. I can not stress enough that it 

is essential for all parents to have the app. If you need assistance or have lost your codes please contact the 

office.  

Please note the newsletter will now be emailed to all parents /carers at the nominated email addresses on file. It’s 

also available on the website and uEducateUS. 

 

Boolarra Folk Festival 

What a perfect day for the Boolarra Folk Festival. A huge shout out to the 

families who supported their children’s inclusion in the event, we had a 

great turn out. The children looked fantastic in their fancy head gear 

thanks to Ms Larrad. The new format worked well. I have received many 

comments from families who said they thought the new format of our 

performance worked really well and the  parade added a great dimen-

sion. hank you to the Boolarra Folk Festival and Invy Horn Jam and the 

Steve Schultz Drumming Circle for being so inclusive and kind. 

mailto:boolarra.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Ruby is a super awesome winner of our Aussie of 
the Month award! She always shows our school 
values of responsibility, aspiration, respect, and 
engagement. Ruby is really good at helping others 
remember what we 
should do to follow 
these values. She also 
comes up with great 
ideas to make our 
school even better! Ru-
by is a fantastic 
School Captain, and 
she should feel really 
proud of how amazing 
she is! Great job, Ruby! 

 

Violet is a fantastic winner of our Aussie of the 
Month award! She consistently embodies our 
school values of responsibility, aspiration, respect, 
and engagement. Violet confidently supports others 
to follow these values by gently reminding them of 
what's expected. She's 
always proactive in 
suggesting ways to 
improve our school. As 
a strong School Cap-
tain, Violet should feel 
incredibly proud of the 
amazing person she is! 
Awesome job, Violet!  

Aussie of the Month 

Tips for Supporting Your Child to Develop Their Literacy Skills 

Families are crucial in fostering a child's language and literacy skills from infancy. A child's comprehension and learning 

abilities are significantly shaped by the value their family places on literacy. Starting school with strong literacy skills corre-

lates with overall academic success, not solely in language-related subjects. Early literacy encompasses diverse activities 

like music, storytelling, and drawing, highlighting the importance of varied forms of communication. Reading to children 

from an early age is invaluable. Oral language proficiency strongly predicts reading and writing skills, emphasizing the im-

portance of frequent conversations with children. Engaging children in conversations during everyday activities and outings 

enriches their vocabulary and understanding of the world. Activities such as sharing rhymes, discussing family history, ex-

ploring picture books, and playing vocabulary games enhance language development. Regular interaction with children 

through talking, listening, and engaging in various activities supports their language acquisition and confidence.  

Naplan—Years 3 & 5 Students 

NAPLAN begins next week on Wednesday with Reading fol-

lowed ny Language Conventions & Writing on Thursday and 

Numeracy on Friday. Mrs Cascianelli has given the students 

multiple opportunities to practice the tests so they are familiar 

with the questions and tools. Please ensure your comes to 

school well rested and has a good breakfast so they are given 

the best possible chance to perform at their peak. The data we 

gather from this testing is used in our decision making, impact 

of our instructional practice and track ng of student learning 

Athletic Sports 

Our Annual Athletic Day was enjoyed by all. Yinnar South 

won the day by a very fine margin, congratulations. The 

students have reported they enjoyed the day. Thank you 

to Ms Larrad for her superb organisation. Our winning 

House was Irvecki 

 



 

 

 

On Monday 4th of March we had our sports day. Our school was split into 2 groups, 

Morrowluna and Irvlecki, Yinnar South came too. 

There were 6 events, shotput, discus, long jump, sprints, high jump, long distance and 

we also had a sack race for fun and giggles. We had to start without Yinnar South be-

cause they were running late. 

We started with our chants which was ran by the amazing house captains, Angela, So-

phia, Daisy and Callen. After the chants we moved on to the long distance and sprints. 

After that we did high jump. Soon after the high jump Yinnar South finally came just in 

time for snack. 

The bell rang and we all hurried back to our tents ready for action. Because Yinnar 

South was late they had to catch up on Long distance and sprints. We carried on with 

our day doing the best we could, jumping, running, throwing, we did our absolute 

best. 

The time finally came, it was time to announce the winners in third place was Irvlecki, 

in second place was Morrowluna who lost by 0.01 points, CAN YOU BELIVE IT!? And 

the winner of the year was YINNAR SOUTH!!!! We all clapped and cheered for them. 

We soon settled down and the teacher announced the champions. 

We all had a fun time competing, running, and chatting with our mates we were all 

very tired, but at the end we were all winners.    

SCHOOL SPORTS DAY  



School Council News 

Our next School Council Meeting is on Wednesday 13th March. We will be welcoming our new members Teagan 

Utteridge and Amy Sparrow.  They will be joining Dianne Cascianelli, Tina Larrad, Alisha Reiger, James Lugosi and 

Honee Birch. We understand that parents may not have the time to attend regular meetings, however unless other-

wise stated, everyone is welcome to attend. Thak you to all of our members for the time you have committed to for 

the betterment of our school and students. I lookf orward to working with you. 

Functions of school council 

 

The key functions of school council with regard to the school are: 

• to establish the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's community 

• to arrange for the supply of: 

• goods 

• services 

• facilities 

• materials 

• equipment 

• other things or matters required for the conduct of the school, including the provision of preschool programs 

• to raise funds for school related purposes 

• to regulate and facilitate the after-hours use of the school premises and grounds 

• to exercise a general oversight of the school buildings and grounds and ensure they are kept in good order and 

condition 

• to provide for the cleaning and sanitary services that are necessary for the school 

• to ensure that all money coming into the hands of the council is expended for proper purposes relating to the 

school 

• to provide meals and refreshments for the staff and students of the school and make charges for those meals or 

refreshments 

• to inform itself and take into account any views of the school community for the purpose of making decisions in 

regard to the school and the students at the school 

• to generally stimulate interest in the school in the wider community 

• to prepare the School Strategic Plan and review the Annual Implementation Plan — to be signed by the president 

and the principal 

• to report annually (the Annual Report) to the school community and to the department on: 

• the school’s financial activities 

• the School Strategic Plan, and 

• any other matters that are determined by the Minister 

• to manage the hire, licence and shared use of school facilities 

• to determine the dates for the school’s student-free days: 

• in accordance with the number of student-free days each calendar year specified by the Secretary of the 

department 

• to perform any other function or duty, or to exercise any power conferred or imposed on the council by or under: 

• the Education and Training Reform Act 2006, or 

• any regulations made under that Act 

• a Ministerial Order made, or direction issued, by the Minister under the Education and Training Reform Act. 

• Information on the role and responsibilities of the various school council officer bearers (such as the principal as 
Executive Officer and the school council president) is available on School Councils – Composition and Officer 
Bearers.  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-composition-and-office-bearers/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-composition-and-office-bearers/policy


 

 

 

Grades 3-6—Term 1 

Grades P-1 

 

Specialist Classes 

The Junior class is humming along nicely with their learning. We have been enjoying some great songs with 
actions for our brain breaks too. Our favourites so far are Boom Chicka Boom and Herman the Worm. 

We have moved on to persuasive writing and the kids created some wonderful posters persuading everyone 
to save the loggerhead turtle and other animals by picking up their rubbish off the beach. 

A reminder that reading at home each night is a vital ingredient in the mix that creates a successful learner. I 
recommend you do it when it suits your child and your family, but the theme is definitely short, sweet, and 
often. Come and see me if you’d like any advice on how to enjoy reading at home with your child. 

In Maths we have been looking and 2d shapes and 3d objects. The kids have been investigating how many 
corners and faces and edges each one has. You could support their learning by pointing out 2D shapes and 
objects in your home, such as Cornettos, tissue boxes, balls etc. 

Enjoy your long weekend everyone and I look forward to seeing my delightful dozen back on Tuesday. 

Anne Fox 

Each student in Years 3-6 has a reading record sheet in a plastic document wallet which has been distributed 
last week. As part of our homework routine, we would like all students to read regularly each week and fill in 
their record sheet. This is their responsibility, but we ask that parents check in on how they are going and help 
us monitor how often they are reading. Students are allowed to fill in their records at school and at home. 

Whatever reading is done on a particular day is recorded as 1 day. So, if they do some at home and some at 
school, they add the pages onto that same day. Students will receive certificates and a prize at each marker 
point. E.g. 25nights, 50, 75, 100 etc. Reading records are to be at school every Wednesday for Mrs C to have a 
look! Keeping them in school bags reduces the chance of them being lost. 

Please contact Mrs Cascianelli if you have any questions. 

During PE lessons, students have been preparing for our athletics events. We have been perfecting our skill in long jump, 

high jump, sprints running, distance running, discus/bean bag distance and shot put/ bean bag accuracy. Those of you 

who attended our sports day on Monday will have seen our students in action and witnessed their focus and determina-

tion. Congratulations to our house captains and school leaders for helping to make our Sports Day a great success.  

Recent art classes have focused on the preparation of costumes for the Boolarra Folk Festival. Students made bright and 

colourful hats to wear during the parade. It was fabulous to see the excitement students showed for this task and even 

more fabulous to see the hats being worn proudly at the Folk Festival. Students created some amazing hats and worked 

really hard during each lesson. This week we begin making hands for our Boolarra Primary School tree. Students create a 

hand each year with a picture of themselves. These hands then make the “leaves” of our Boolarra Primary School tree. 

The tree is located in the corridor opposite the office. There are already many beautiful hands on display from previous 

years which we encourage you to check out.  

In science we are learning about forces. Our F/1/2 students have been learning about the difference between moving 

and still objects and exploring how the forces of push and pull can be used to make objects move. Our next focus will be 

exploring how factors such as size and shape change the way an object moves. 3/4/5/6 students conducted investiga-

tions about forces using balloons. They explored how the force push and pull can be used to make a balloon move, 

change its speed or direction and change its shape. Our next focus will be about contact force and exploring how the 

strength of the force applied can change the distance and speed and object moves.  

Christina Larrad 







Week 5 Term 1 

Prep/1/2 

Kean 

Because he came to 

school on time this week 

and he focused well 

during listening time 

 Week 5 Term  1 

Grade 3/4/5/6 

Kodee 

 

For showing our school 

value of ‘Respect’ at all 

times. Your are a kind and 

thoughtful member of the 

class who includes others. 

 

Week 6 Term 1 

Prep/1/2 

Zed 

Responsibility—Zed has 

been taking responsibility 

for his learning by 

completing all his learning 

tasks to the best of his 

ability  

 

 

 

Week 6 Term 1 

Grade 3/4/5/6 

Avaleigh 

For showing engagement 

in writing. Your put new 

ideas into practice and 

worked hard to complete 

tasks. 

 

 

Positive Yard Behaviour 
Congratulations to the following students.  

You have demonstrated our school values out 
in the Yard:  

Students can choose an item from our 

prize box or a hot chip lunch on Friday 

Gus     Kodee 

       

We hope these students have a brilliant time 

celebrating becoming one year older. Happy 

Birthday from all of us at Boolarra PS! 

March —Sian, Zed, Dylan, Sophia 



Maths Achievement Awards 

Week 5 Term 1 

Prep/1/2 

 

Leon 

 

Week 5 Term 1 

Grade 3/4/5/6 

 

Sophia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 6 Term 1 

Prep/1/2 

 

Harry 

Week 6 Term 1 

Grade 3/4/5/6 

 

James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Granny Barb for breakfast 

• The Boski’s for the pancakes 

• All the parents who came and cheered the kids 

at the athletics sports. 

Spread The Word– 2024 Enrolments 
 
Support your community, support your 
school. 
 
We are currently accepting enrolments for 
2024. If you know of anyone who is eligible 
to enrol at our school in 2024 please 
encourage them to contact the school.  

JUST A REMINDER………. 

If your child is absent 

Please let us know by calling on 5169 6471 

or entering the absence via the 

uEducateUS app by 8.45am. 

Thank you 

 

 

U-Educate Us—If you have not downloaded the 

APP please speak to the school so we can assist. 

U-educate Us serves as our primary communica-

tion platform. In the event of a school emergency, 

notifications will be disseminated through this 

application. As A Bushfire at Risk School we may 

be instructed to close on a Catastrophic Day.  

If you haven't installed it yet, kindly do so. For 

those who have misplaced their passwords, 

please reach out to the office via a call or visit, 

and we'll gladly assist you. We are committed to 

helping everyone integrate the app on their 

phones. Additionally, the app is utilized for man-

aging absences, sharing crucial dates, distributing 

newsletters, reports, and facilitating communica-

tion between parents and the school.  



DHSV will be visiting Boolarra Primary School on Thursday 2 May 2024. Paper consent forms have been 

sent home please return them to the office by Monday 15th April 2024. 

 



Please note the Friday lunch orders will now be in the form of an order form, advising what is avail-
able for students to order from the General Store with pricelist. Order forms will be sent home next 
week to be used when ordering your child’s lunch.  

The General Store will no longer take orders after 10.00am, no exceptions. 

This school will supply lunch for student/s from the Foodbank table who have missed the deadline. 

ANNOUNCEMENT, CHANGES TO 

FRIDAY LUNCH ORDERS 



         






