
NEWSLETTER     

2nd  Issue of Term 3 2021 – Thursday 29th July 

Respect, Engagement, Responsibility, Aspiration 

Principal: Susan Duncan Facebook:  Boolarra PS Telephone: (03) 51696471 
PO Box 249. Boolarra, 3870    Email: boolarra.ps@education.vic.gov.au            

Webpage:  http://www.boolarra.vic.edu.au 

Thursday 29th July Pie Drive Orders to be collected from LTC from 2pm to 4pm 

Every Friday Lunch Orders  

Friday 30th July Parent Surveys Distributed 

Wednesday  11th August School Council Meeting at 7pm 

Sunday 22 August 2021  Last date for Parent Survey to be submitted 

Wednesday 8th September School Council Meeting at 7pm 

Friday 17th September End of Term /  Student Free Day.  Whole staff First Aid Training 

Monday  4th—Wednesday 

6th October 

Grades 3-6 Camp 

Tuesday 2nd November Melbourne Cup Day Public  Holiday 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS / REMINDERS 

 

 

 

Welcome back to onsite schooling. We certainly missed our Boolarra Primary School students.  It was lovely to see them 
all come back yesterday. They were certainly happy and very chatty.  The teachers anticipated this and made sure they 
were given time to reconnect with their peers.  I would like to express  my personal thanks to all of our parents for your 
support and dedication to learning at home.  I have no doubt that it is very tricky and requires loads of effort.  I also 
want to acknowledge the hard work and commitment of all of our staff for the extra effort they always put in to make 
sure remote learning is as seamless as possible.  

As a way to ease into  a return to school we decided we would begin with a fun day and wear our PJ’s.  It certainly made 
for a comfy day at school. 

I had lots of chats with our children yesterday and the overwhelming response was they were happy to be back to meet 
up with their friends.  We tried to give children opportunities for informal conversations via Web Ex over the last week 
and a half, but nothing replaces face to face contact.  

If you recognise that your child is experiencing difficulties in returning to school please contact us and together we can 
work out some strategies to assist.  Please take time to read the information on the following page.  This has some great 
tips for having productive discussions with your child by following the 
hyperlinks  

Potential for Before and After School Childcare 

A survey will be sent home shortly to enquire about the interest for before 
and after school childcare.  If we have enough interest I will apply for  a 
grant to support the introduction of this program. Please look out for this 
survey. 

 

 

mailto:boolarra.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.boolarra.vic.edu.au


Talk to your child 

It can be hard to talk about mental health.  Sometimes we are worried it might be upsetting or we are wor-
ried we might make things worse. 

There is not a perfect way to start the conversation.  What you say will depend on your child’s age and their 
understanding.  Try to use “I” statements like these: 

• I’ve noticed that you seem to have a lot on your mind lately.  I’m happy to talk or listen and see if I can 
help. 

• It seems like you [haven’t been yourself lately/have been up and down], how are things? 

• You seem [anxious/sad], what is happening for you?  We can work it out together. 

• It’s ok if you don’t want to talk to me, you could talk to [trusted/known adult].  I will keep letting you 
know I love you and am concerned. 

If your child opens to you: 

• reassure them everything will be okay and that you’re glad they are talking to you. 

• acknowledge that talking about personal thoughts and feelings can be hard. 

• ask what they need from you (although they might not know what they need). 

• offer to help them find information and support. 

For more tips on talking to your child, visit: 

Raising Children Network: What can I say to start a conversation with my young person about their mental 
health? 

Safe Minds: Inquire tip sheet for families 

Reach Out: How to have a great conversation 

Source  Managing screen time, health and wellbeing | Coronavirus Victoria  

Click on the hyperlink  Managing Screen Time for further helpful strategies to support your children.  Infor-
mation includes wellbeing, physical fitness and staying healthy. 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school.  The Parent/

Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is 

conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents/caregivers/guardians (previously known as the Parent 

Opinion Survey).  It is designed to assist  schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 

student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning.   Our school will use the sur-

vey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

As a small school we are sending this survey out to all families on Friday 29th, July 2021.  All responses to the survey 

are anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 19th July to 

Sunday 22nd August. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 

within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available 

in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japa-

nese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

We will communicate your feedback through our newsletter and with School Council. Last year we used the survey 

results to plan for our 2021 priorities being student wellbeing and whole school positive behavior. 

 

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/mental-health-physical-health/stress-anxiety-depression/depression
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/mental-health-physical-health/stress-anxiety-depression/depression
https://deecd.tech-savvy.com.au/pluginfile.php/419/mod_resource/content/6/Inquire%20Tip%20Sheet%20%28for%20families%29.pdf
https://parents.au.reachout.com/skills-to-build/wellbeing/things-to-try-coping-skills-and-resilience/how-to-have-a-great-conversation
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/managing-screen-time-health-and-wellbeing?Redirect=1


F/1/2 Week 2 Term 3 
 

 

Daisy  
For the high quality of 

work she has produced 
during Home Learning 
and her determination 

to complete all her tasks.  

F/1/2 Week 3 Term 3 

 

 

Daisy 
A great week of 

enthusiastic learning 
and persistence.  

Well done!  
 

3/4 Week 2 Term 3 
 
 
 

  

 
 

  3/4 Week 3 Term 3 
 

James 
James has engaged with 
all learning activities set 
during remote learning 

this week to a high 
standard.  He has 

demonstrated 
responsibility by being 

organised, participating 
in all Webex sessions and 
submitting all his work to 

SeeSaw.  Well done 
James on an excellent 

week's work. 

 5/6 Week 2 Term 3 
 

Jasper  
For a great week of 

enthusiastic learning and 
persistence.  
Well done!  

 5/6 Week 3 Term 3 
 
 
 

Sebastian 
You have shown great 

engagement with 
remote learning, and 
aspiration by making 
improvements and 

ensuring you do your 
best . 

Positive Yard Behaviour 
Congratulations to the following students, 
you have demonstrated our school values: 
Callen, Jasper G,  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
We hope these students have had a brilliant time 

celebrating becoming one year older. Happy 
Birthday from all of us at Boolarra PS! 

 

July birthdays:  

Jake, Kodee, Daisy, Collin and 

Declan 

 



Maths Achievement Awards 

F/1/2 Week 2 Term 3 

 

 

 

 

F/1/2 Week 3 Term 3 

Chellsea 

 

 

 

 

 

3/4 Week 2 Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/4 Week 3 Term 3 

Nate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/6 Week 2 Term 3 

Ryder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/6 Week 3 Term 3 

Brock 

 

 

If your child is absent 

Please let us know by calling on 5169 6471 or entering the absence 

via the Skoolbag app by 8.45am. 

Thank you 

 

 

Please keep your mask on inside the school buildings, or if you’re outside and unable 

to socially distance from others. 

JUST A REMINDER………. 



         

FREE EVENT IN YINNAR FOR PARENTS/CARERS OF YOUNG CHILDREN 



         

REGISTER NOW BY VISITING https://www.mnd.org.au/events/31/latrobe-valley-walk-2021 

https://www.mnd.org.au/events/31/latrobe-valley-walk-2021

