
NEWSLETTER     

2nd Issue of Term 2 2022 – Thursday 12th May 2022 

Respect, Engagement, Responsibility, Aspiration 

Principal: Susan Duncan Facebook:  Boolarra PS Telephone: (03) 51696471 
PO Box 249. Boolarra, 3870    Email: boolarra.ps@education.vic.gov.au            

Webpage:  http://www.boolarra.vic.edu.au 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS / REMINDERS 

Every Friday Lunch Orders  

Monday 13th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14th June Student Free Day Professional Development  - Berry Street  

Thursday 16th June Proposed Student Free Day—Professional Development 

NAPLAN 

This week we have been running NAPLAN testing.  As previously stated, we have moved to an online format 

for all tests except year 3 writing. For our Year 5 students it is their first experience with this type of testing 

as NAPLAN was cancelled in 2020. I have been incredibly proud of the effort our students have put in and the 

resilience they show when they come across a tricky question. My experience has shown me that some stu-

dent thrive in a testing environment and some are quite overwhelmed. What is important, is that they  have 

the experience as formal testing and exams will be a part of their education experience as they move up 

through the grades. If children have missed out on tests they will be asked to complete catch up tests on al-

ternative days. 

 

Attendance 

Going to school every day makes a huge difference to your child’s education. If students miss school regular-

ly, they miss out on learning fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later years of school. 

Attendance patterns are established early—a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years 

of school will often miss classes in the later years, and have lower success in their learning than their class-

mates. Did you know that being away for one day every fortnight equals 1.5 years over 13 years of school. 

If your child is away there are things you can do to ensure they don’t fall behind. 

• Speak to your child’s teacher and find out what work they need to do to keep up or catch up with. 

• Speak to the school so together we can develop a plan to improve attendance and lost learning. 
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Top attendance tips for parents  

• We want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by contacting 

us and asking for advice and support  

• Remember that every day counts  

• There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them be-

hind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness  

• Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day  

• Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good ide??? 

• Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family 

holidays during the term  

• Seek help from us if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and wellbeing. We want to 

work in partnership with parents to support student attendance and wellbeing  

 

School Council 

Last night, School Councillors met for our first Term 2 meeting.  We held discussions on our 2021 Par-

ent Opinion Survey which showed a positive general satisfaction.  One point of discussion was increas-

ing communication between home and school and reporting of achievement milestones along the 

way.  We will discuss this with staff and develop a strategy.  School Council suggested more regular 

check-ins with home and Staff reported on our successful Professional Development Day held on the 

last day of term.  The topic was Relationships.  We learnt about a range of classroom strategies to help 

students move into the ‘ready to learn zone’.  The Berry Street Educational Model will be a continued 

focus for the year.  One of our students, Ashton, asked if we could add potato cakes to the canteen 

list.  School Council values student input and will investigate having a  ‘special lunch order day’ each 

term (potato cakes will be on the menu). 

 

Volunteers 

It is wonderful to be able to welcome volunteers back into our school.  We currently have Barb Wind-

sor and Robyn (retired Educational Support) working with our students.  We are very thankful to both 

for offering their time to support our school.  Volunteering has been difficult over the last two years 

and it is wonderful to be able to return to an open and welcoming school.  If you would like to volun-

teer to support our students please let the school know.  We appreciate the extra help.  Education is 

complex and teachers do the best they can to give all students one on one time, volunteers help us 

meet the needs of individual students with greater precision. 

 

Book Fair 

Our Book Fair is currently up and running.  A huge shout out to Stacey for organising this.  A percent-

age of sales goes to the school.  We use the credits to purchase books for our library.  Over the past 

few years we have bought graphic novels and a range of other books chosen by students. 

 

 

                                                     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising—Volunteers Wanted 

Our major fundraiser for this term will be a ‘Firewood Raffle’.  This will be in lieu of the bake sale.  The 

Gleeson’s have generously offered to  donate a trailer load of wood.  We are looking for several  

volunteers to assist with chopping the wood (the Gleeson’s have a wood splitter).  The date is yet to be 

decided.  We will also need volunteers to sell tickets on election day.  If you are able to help us with 

this  fundraiser, please let us know. 

 

Thank you 

A big shout out to Nadine who ran our Mother’s Day Stall.  One of our students declared,  “Nadine is 

the best shopkeeper”.  Thanks Nadine, we appreciate everything you do to support our school com-

munity. 

                                 Susan Duncan 

SURPLUS UNIFORM 

If your child has grown out of their school uniform or your child has gone off to Secondary College 

and you have no further need of that uniform,  instead of throwing them out you can choose to do-

nate that uniform back to the school we can use it for our free uniform tub for students. 

Our current focus in senior science is 

simple circuits.  The students loved 

their hands on learning. 

CAMP RECOUNTS 

3-6 went on school camp to Licola.  It was fun!  The bus trip was fun!  There was such a cool view!  We 

stayed for 3 days!. 

We had a camp tour and set up in our cabins.  For the first night we had chicken schnitzel and chips.  It 

was so yum! 

We went to bed after that.  The on the second morning we had breakfast, PANCAKES!  Then we did the 

flying fox.  “Are you ready?” said the man.  “Yes” I said. 

We went home after that and we played games on the bus.  I sat next to Daisy.  I read an amazing book 

as well.  I loved camp so much.                            By Lucinda. 

 

Today, grades 306 are going to Licola camp.  We are going on a bus to get there.  When we were getting 

close to Licola, the road got very windy.  It made some of us feel bus sick. 

 



When we got there, we met the camp people.  They told us how to stay safe whilst we were at camp.  

Then we went to our cabins to make our beds and get ready. 

Our first activity was the obstacle course.  I got stuck.  It was fun! 

Next, we had dinner.  For dinner we had tasty chicken.  We had to do the dishes. 

On the second night we watched a movie.  I forgot what it was called—Madagascar. 

There was an emergency.  When there’s an emergency we all have to come to the dining hall.  The emer-

gency was that an ambulance helicopter was going to land on the oval. 

The bus was late to pick us up on the last day. 

I think  Licola was worth going to.    By Callen. 

 

Finally, we were on our way to Licola Village Camp.  The 3-6’s from Boolarra and Yinnar South headed up 

into the hills. Everyone went on a big white bus and I went in the car.  Mum turned on her GPS and also 

the music.  Miss Smith forgot her phone so we had to do a U-turn and go back to school quickly.  It took 

us 2 hours.  I had to do lots of sitting and got a sore bum! 

When we got to camp we got to go on a tour with Meg, Tan and Shane.  They showed us the alarms we 

needed to listen out for.  We ate lunch and set up our cabins.  I was in the Platypus cabin. 

I went on the big swing on the second day.  I was excited and happy.  It was lots of fun and I loved it. 

Some of the other activities were low ropes course, flying fox, bush cooking and archery.  We had lots of 

free time too. 

At camp the food was yum.  The chicken was my favourite, it was delicious.  Some of the other things we 

ate were pancakes, rolls, spaghetti, ice-cream, chocolate mousse and apple crumble. 

The camp was fun and I want to go back.  By Cooper. 

 

 



The Victorian Government has announced some important changes to COVIDSafe 
measures for schools that will apply from the start of Term 2. 

Face masks 

From 11:59 pm Friday 22 April, face masks, while recommended, are not required in any 
school setting. This means students in grades 3 to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are 
no longer required to wear face masks. Any student or staff member who wishes to wear a 
mask may do so, including those who are medically at-risk. 

Screening requirements 

Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day isolation 
period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks after 
their release from isolation. This was previously 8 weeks. 

Household contacts 

Students who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. 
They may return to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times dur-
ing their 7-day period. They are required to notify the school that they are a household con-
tact. 

Students aged 8 years and above who are household contacts are required to wear face 
masks when indoors at school unless they have a valid exemption. 

If a student household contact returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for 7 days. 

Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools 

Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) are no longer required to 
show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

RAT screening program reminder 

RATs will continue to be supplied for the first 4 weeks of Term 2 to support the early detec-
tion of COVID-19 in our school. 

The testing recommendations will remain the same this Term for students and staff with: 

* mainstream schools – recommended to test at home twice a week. We asked parents to 
support students to test on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. 

As we approach winter and flu season, the vaccination of children aged 5 to 11 and booster 
shots for students 16+ remains the best way to ensure protection for students and staff. 

If you have any concerns about getting your child vaccinated, please get in contact with 
your GP or another health professional who can answer your questions. 

 



Term 2 
Gus 

For showing increased 
responsibility for his 
learning by focusing 

during class 
discussions. 

 

 

Term 2 
Isabelle 

For outstanding 
engagement during 

Visual Arts.  You 
always aspire to do 
your best and think 
carefully about your 

plans. 

 
 

Term 2 
Ryder M 

For aspiration in 
writing.  He used 
feedback and his 
initiative to make 
improvements. 

 
 

 

Positive Yard Behaviour 
Congratulations to the following students, you 

have demonstrated our school values out in 
the Yard These student have won our positive 

behaviour yard raffle:  
 

Daisy,(x2), Zed, Callen 

 

 

 

 

 
We hope these students have a brilliant time 
celebrating becoming one year older. Happy 

Birthday from all of us at Boolarra PS! 

May birthdays:  

 GEWALIN, PATRICK, IVY-ROSE  



Maths Achievement Awards 

If your child is absent 

Please let us know by calling on 5169 6471 or entering the absence 

via the Skoolbag app by 8.45am. 

Thank you 

 

 

Please keep your mask on inside the school buildings, and if you’re outside and unable to 

socially distance from others. 

JUST A REMINDER………. 

SKOOLBAG App 

For an effective way of receiving our school emails and 
other notifications and notices if you do not use our 

website, please follow this link to jump on board with our 
SkoolBag App.  You can also enter your child’s absence 

from school. 
 
https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/installation-
instructions/ 

• Isabelle’s Mum, Nadine, for organising our Easter 

Egg fundraiser and Mother’s Day Stall. 

 

Week 2 Term 2 

Jake 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 2 Term 2 

Ryleigh 
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OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE—BIG DAYCARE 

Our school is now offering Out of School Hours Care  and we have the following links for information 

for you.  Please click on the links for more information.   You will need to CTRL  click 

Parent Information Pack  

 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jk9LvSu1JIo5hny3T5yCpTzPC5uoNtHg/view?usp=sharing 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1Jk9LvSu1JIo5hny3T5yCpTzPC5uoNtHg%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Moule%40education.vic.gov.au%7C13ab83875a814d351e8908d9e6b6bf24%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb6


         


