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FORTHCOMING EVENTS / REMINDERS 

NOW DUE Yearly consent forms sent home on 8 February 2024 are due back ASAP. Should your 

child require another copy please contact the office. 

Wednesday 28 February  Kurnai College, Advanced Learning Program of Study (ALPS) current year 6 students to 

test for the ALPS program  

Wednesday 7th February 

and each Wednesday until 

Wednesday 28th February 

No school for preps each Wednesday in February 2024.   

Every day for preps begins in March 

Saturday 2nd March Boolarra Folk Festival 

Monday 4th March  Boolarra PS Athletics Day 

Friday 8th March School Photos 

Monday 11th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 13th March School Council Meeting 

Monday 25th March Yinnar & District  Sports [DATE CHANGE] 

Thursday 28th March End of Term 1 

Monday 15th April Term 2 Begins 

Thursday 2nd May Smile Dental Van 

From Mrs Duncan’s Desk 

Have a good weekend  

from Mrs Duncan 

What a stormy day it was on Tuesday, 13th! The gusty winds and dropping tempera-
tures certainly made it feel ominous. While we were bracing for a storm, the intensity 
of the winds took us by surprise. I hope everyone managed to stay safe and keep a 
positive outlook amidst the damage and disruptions. Remember, if you need support, 
whether from family, friends, the school, or community organizations, don't hesitate 
to reach out. 

I'm happy to report that our school emerged from the storm largely unscathed, thanks 
to the proactive measures we've taken to ensure the safety and maintenance of our 
trees. Our sturdy shade sails also stood up well to the test. 

Our main challenge during the storm was connectivity issues, highlighting just how 
reliant we are on our mobile phones. We experienced sporadic patches of service, 
making communication difficult. To address this, we will be reviewing our Emergency 
Management Plan to include alternative communication methods, such as utilizing the 
board at the front of the school and, if possible, posting updates in the shop window. 

I attempted to send messages to parents on Wednesday afternoon, but encountered 

difficulties as many messages were not delivered on the first attempt and had to be 

resent multiple times. We appreciate your understanding and patience as we navigate 

these challenges together. 

Please note the newsletter will now be emailed to all parents /carers at the nominated email addresses on file. It’s 

also available on the website and uEducateUS. 

STOP PRESS 

Please go to page 2 

to read the latest 

updates on  the 

schools involvement 

with the Boolarra 

Folk Festival. 

mailto:boolarra.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.boolarra.vic.edu.au


Staff Professional Development—Yes we teach phonics. 

We had a fantastic school closure day on Tuesday! Our dedi-
cated staff spent the day enhancing their teaching skills and 
knowledge. It was beneficial for everyone to come together 
and learn as a team, ensuring we can support each other as 
we grow and improve. We're proud to say that our school's 
direction aligns perfectly with the latest research in educa-
tion. 

We're also excited our three new staff members are under-
going training in the Berry Street Education Model and 
SoundsWrite. At Boolarra Primary School, we've been using 
the SoundsWrite Program for several years now. This pro-
gram focuses on teaching students the sounds that letters, 
digraphs, and trigraphs represent, which is crucial for their 
reading and writing development. 

We're delighted to reassure our community that we're 

ahead of the curve when it comes to understanding the im-

portance of phonics instruction. While some schools may 

lack awareness in this area, we're committed to providing 

our students with the best possible education. 

Boolarra Folk Festival  - Update we are going. 

We have firmed up with Invy Jam and Steve to have the BPS meet at the Boolarra Memorial Hall at 10.00am. 

The performance of Invy Jam / Steve Schultz / BPS commences at 10.30 am where they will march into Centenary 
Park and perform in this area. 

Steve will be able to provide BPS with some smaller percussion instruments and you are most welcome to provide 
similar instruments from the school's stocks. 

The overall performance will be for 30 minutes and Steve will direct the BPS so that they are fully involved with the 
overall direction and sound from this large musical group. 

What we would like to see is a lot of bling for this opening performance as Invy Jam and the Steve Schultz Drumming 
Circle will be dressed up to impress! 

Pancakes at school. Yummy! 

Our vegetable gardens  offer a 

lovely social space for kids to come 

together  at recess and lunch. This 

week we picked corn. 

Perfect yard behaviour. Whole school 

Zooper Dooper reward. 



U-Educate Us—If you have not downloaded the APP please speak to the school so we can 

assist. 

U-educate Us serves as our primary communication platform. In the event of a school emer-

gency, notifications will be disseminated through this application. If you haven't installed it 

yet, kindly do so. For those who have misplaced their passwords, please reach out to the office 

via a call or visit, and we'll gladly assist you. We are committed to helping everyone integrate 

the app on their phones. Additionally, the app is utilized for managing absences, sharing cru-

cial dates, distributing newsletters, reports, and facilitating communication between parents 

and the school.  

Annual privacy reminder for our school com-
munity 

Our school collects and uses student and parent person-
al information for standard school functions or where 
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Poli-
cy and the Schools’ Privacy Collection Notice. 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students 
Policy [insert link to your school policy], describes how 
we collect and use photographs, video and recordings 
of students. The policy also explains when parent con-
sent is required and how it can be provided and with-
drawn. We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we 
use [Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for Education] safely at the school 
and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If af-
ter reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding 
your child using [Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for Education], 
please contact the school. For more information about privacy, refer to: 
Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This information is 
also available in ten community languages: 

* Amharic 

* Arabic 

* Dari 

* Gujarati 

* Mandarin 

* Somali 

* Sudanese 

* Turkish 

* Urdu 

Congratulations to Mor-

rowluna for winning our posi-

tive behaviour House Compe-

tition for positive classroom 

behaviour.  

What a COOL school! Our Hot 

Day water fight. 

Have a good weekend  

from Mrs Duncan 



 

 

 

Grades 3-6—Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades P-1 

The Junior class is settling in well to our daily routines and has made a great start to their learning this year. 

In Maths we have been busy making models of numbers to help us understand how our number system works.  

The kids like making their numbers with bundling pop sticks into 10s and filling tens frame trains with counters. 

Some kids are modelling their numbers with purpose-built blocks called MAB and have been excitedly racing their part-

ners to 100 or 1000 by trading up their minis (1s), longs (10s) and flats(100s). 

We’re having fun in Reading and Writing with acting out and retelling Fairy Tales as part of our Narrative unit. Who can 

resist getting into character with finger puppets of Goldilocks and The Three Bears and Little Red Riding Hood! 

In our social and emotional learning, we are practising all the tips and strategies that help us be ready to learn. 

Currently, the kids are helping each other, and Mrs Fox, to remember to sit still and have nothing in our hands when we 

are on the mat so we don’t get distracted and can listen well. 

It sure has been a busy start to the year and a very positive one in the classroom. I would like to thank everyone in the 

Boolarra School Community for making me so welcome. I feel so lucky to be able to come to such a lovely school every 

day and work with my delightful dozen! 

I am always keen to speak with you about your child’s education and well- being. We all want the kids to be happy, 

healthy and successful, so pop in and see me after school for a chat. 

Hope to see you soon. 

Anne Fox  

Everyone settled in well to the new school year and we are pleased to welcome 2 new students, Ethan and Dylan. In 

Maths we have a strong focus on place value and the four operations, whilst we review previous learning across 

multiple topics on a regular basis. It is an important part of Maths to have a strong recall of number facts as this 

helps reduce our ‘thinking load’ when we are solving more complex problems in Years 3-6. We do practise these at 

school, but we would appreciate some extra regular practise at home to help develop these skills. 

As a guide: 

Year 3-working towards recall of 2s, 3s, 5s, 10 x tables.  

Years 5/6-fluent recall up to 10x tables.  

We have a new online Maths program called…’Mathsonline’!!  

Students can access this from home where they can build number fact skills and revise other topics in maths.  

It is important in Years 3-6 for students to continue to read regularly throughout the week. They will each have a 

reading record to fill in. During our reading sessions we are learning about rivers around the world. They are devel-

oping new vocabulary, geography knowledge, cool facts about rivers and reading comprehension strategies.  

The students are really enjoying learning AUSLAN-Australian Sign language. They are picking it up quickly and keen 

for each new lesson. Ask them to sign their name for you!  

Well done Years 3-6 on a great start to 2024!  

Dianne Cascianielli 



 
Policies 

School policies are guiding documents for operational  matters. All policies are published on our school website. This month we have re-

viewed our Anaphylaxis Policy.  

The purpose of this policy is: 

To explain to Boolarra Primary School parents, carers, staff and students the processes and procedures in place to support students diag-

nosed as being at risk of suffering from anaphylaxis. This policy also ensures that Boolarra Primary School is compliant with Ministerial 

Order 706 and the Department’s guidelines for anaphylaxis management. 

To view the policy please go to:    https://www.boolarra.vic.edu.au/page/170/Policies 



Week 2 Term 1 

Blake Gough 

 

Giving his learning his best 

effort. Blake has worked 

on improving his listening 

at instruction times. 

 Week 2 Term  1 

Sian 

 

Showing engagement in all 

activities.  

 

 

 

Week 3 Term 1 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 Term 1 

Angus 

Showing all of our school 

values. You have been 

helping others and still 

managing to get your 

work done. 

 

 

Week 4 Term 1 

Jackson 

 

for being engaged and 
consistently contributing 
to class discussions and 

offering his feedback and 
opinions. 

 Week 4 Term 1 

Ruby 

 

For showing aspiration in 

all school activities. You 

demonstrate initiative and 

are proactive in 

completing tasks.  

 

Positive Yard Behaviour 
Congratulations to the following students.  

You have demonstrated our school values out 
in the Yard:  

Students can choose an item from our 

prize box or a hot chip lunch on Friday 

Richie Violet 

       

We hope these students have a brilliant time 

celebrating becoming one year older. Happy 

Birthday from all of us at Boolarra PS! 

February —Harry 



Maths Achievement Awards 

Week 2 Term 1 

Leon 

 

Week 2 Term 1 

Daisy 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 Term 1 

 

Week 3 Term 1 

Daisy 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 4 Term 1 

Ethan 

Week 4 Term 1 

Charli 

 

• Freya for supplying a butane stove during the 

power outage, it was very much appreciated. 

Spread The Word– 2024 Enrolments 
 
Support your community, support your 
school. 
 
We are currently accepting enrolments for 
2024. If you know of anyone who is eligible 
to enrol at our school in 2024 please 
encourage them to contact the school.  

JUST A REMINDER………. 

If your child is absent 

Please let us know by calling on 5169 6471 

or entering the absence via the 

uEducateUS app by 8.45am. 

Thank you 

 

 





How to access free dental care  
We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian.  
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic   
OR use the below QR code:  
  
  

  
   
  
  
Please complete and submit the consent form by Monday 15

th
 April 2024. 

Paper copies of the consent form are available. Please contact the school office if you would like to request 
one. 
     (will send out paper consent forms if requested) 

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the paper form is available in 
13 languages.  
 

Do I need to attend my child’s appointment?  
No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment.  
You can attend if you would like to, and you can take your child to the community dental clinic if you prefer.  
The DHSV Smile Squad look forward to seeing you soon.  

DHSV will be visiting Boolarra Primary School on Thursday 2 May 2024. Please refer to information below to 

access the electronic consent forms. If you require paper consent forms please contact the office.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7Cboolarra.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C11d9e81d6bf0486ce1b008dc2d9fc542%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638435411501133276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb


U-Educate Us  - PARENT COMMUNICATION/NOTIFICATION SYSTEM 

Last term the school changed our parent communication platform from Skoolbag/Audri to  

U-Educate Us due to increasing costs. Notes have been sent home so parents so can put the App on 

their phone. These notes included the steps that needed to be followed and individual passwords for 

families. If you have not received your note please contact the school so we can send one home. It is 

important that all families have the app on their phone as this will be our method of communication 

should we need to close the school. As many parents would remember, this was necessary in 2020 

when we experienced a severe weather event which resulted in our closure for two days. This last 

week should be a reminder to us all of the importance in having an effective communication system. 

As A Bushfire at Risk School we may be instructed to close on a Catastrophic Day. Parents should use 

this system to notify the school of any absences.  



         






